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Director of Public Works
STATUS OF COUNTY HOSPITALS FOR SENATE BILL 1953

On May 25, 2010, an investigative report on CBS 2 News outlined the state of seismic
preparedness for hospitals in Southern California in relationship to compliance with
Senate Bill 1953 requirements (see attached). The report focused specifically on the
structural retrofit of hospital buildings and less on the nonstructural retrofit activities (the
bracing of equipment and utilities). The following is to provide you with an update on
our progress of retrofitting the County's hospitals to meet the requirements:

e Harbor-UCLA Medical Center — Retrofit work for the January 2002 deadline was
completed on schedule. Retrofit construction for the January 2013 requirements
is underway and is progressing on schedule to this deadline. All structural retrofit
will be completed by September 2010, and the remaining nonstructural retrofit
will be completed by December 2011.

e LAC+USC Medical Center — Retrofit work for the January 2002 deadline was
completed on schedule. The Replacement Hospital was completed and is fully
compliant with all seismic standards.

e Martin Luther King, Jr. Medical Center — Retrofit work for the January 2002
deadline was completed on schedule. All retrofit work in the Hawkins Building to
comply with the January 2013 deadline is complete. The current Inpatient Tower
project includes seismic upgrades of several buildings. Any required retrofit
buildings will be completed prior to inpatient care being provided. The new
hospital will be fully compliant upon opening.

e Olive View-UCLA Medical Center — Retrofit work for the January 1, 2002,
deadline was completed on schedule; and retrofit work in the hospital to meet the
January 2013 deadline was completed in 2008. The emergency department is
the only area that has not been retrofitted, and the retrofit work in that area is
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only nonstructural retrofit. Upon completion of construction of the Emergency
Services Replacement and Tuberculosis Unit project in the fall of this year, the
emergency department will relocate into the new building, and the hospital will
then be fully compliant with the January 2013 requirements.

e Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center — Retrofit work for the
January 1, 2002, deadline was completed on schedule. Design is underway for a
replacement building that will replace the various noncompliant buildings on the
campus. |n accordance with the provisions of Senate Bill 306, the compliance
deadline is January 1, 2020, and this project is scheduled to be completed ahead
of this deadline.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me or your staff may
contact David P. Howard, Assistant Deputy Director, at (626) 300-2300.
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Attach.

cc: Chief Executive Office (Jan Takata)
County Counsel (Robert Cartwright)
Executive Office
Department of Health Services (Carol Meyer)
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Hundreds Of Calif. Hospitals At Risk Of Collapse

+ Map: California Hospitals With SPC-1 Rated Buildings

LOS ANGELES {CBS) — Experts have told us it's only a matter of time until a major earthquake rocks southern California.

in an exclusive CBS 2 news investigation, Randy Paige shows us why some of our southem California hospitals may be the fast place
you want to be during a quake.

iy

Reporting_
Randy Paige We begin in Sylmar, 39 years ago.

It struck before sunrise at 6:01 a.m. Feb. 9, 1971. Sixty five people died in the magnitude 6.6 earthquake. Most of the deaths came when two big
hospitals collapsed.

At Olive View hospital, nurse Jim Hazard was on the second floor of psychiatric wing when the first fioor disappeared beneath him.
" felt the sensation of falling like in a fast elevator,” he said.

Three people died in Olive View.

"in the ICUs, the people who died were on ventilators,” he said.

At the Veterans Hospital, the casualties were much worse. By the time the last survivor was pulled from the mountains of hospital rubbie, 45 people were
dead.

"it's something that never leaves you,” Hazard said.
Hazard looks at this devastation and sees lives that were lost, Earthquake experts look at the rubbie and see how lives could be saved.

"The lesson from the 1971 San Fernando earthquake is that there are types of buildings that were commonly built in the 50s and 60s that perform very
badly in earthquakes,” said USGS Seismologist Lucy Jones.

“It's the collapse of SPC-1 buildings that are going to give us our largest number of casualties when the earthquake actually happens,” she said.
She's speaking of SPC-1, a building classification with an ominous meaning.

These are buildings "that are considered hazardous and at risk of collapse or significant loss of life in the event of an earthquake.”

The state outlawed their construction in the wake of the devastating San Femando quake but existing buildings were allowed to stand.

Thirty nine years have now ;)assed since we leamed that painful lesson — that hospitals can become tombs if they are not constructed properly.

So what has been done about it? We wanted to find out. So we combed through hundreds of pages of documents, researched laws and building codes
and you'll be surprised at what we found.

Case in point: Glendaie Memorial Hospital.

Originally built in the 1940s, state experts tell us that's made out of non-ductile concrete, fike the Veterans Hospital that collapsed nearly forty years ago.
Then there's Ventura County Medical Center. It, too, is constructed with non-ductile concrete.

And this is just the beginning.

Other hospitals considered to be at risk for collapse or significant loss of life inciude: Memorial Hospital in Gardena, Centinela Hospital in Inglewood,
Alhambra Hospital and Citrus Valley Medical Center in Covina.

In fact, there are so many hospitals on the fist there are too many for us to show you one by one.

Is your hospital on the list? Check the map below and find out.

% Map: Califonia Hospitals With SPC-1 Rated Buildings

Most at risk hospitals are sitting on top of the most severe earthquake faults in the state. And what's the likelihood of a big quake?

"The chance that we get one large enough to bring down an SPC-1 building near the event is essentially certain in our lifetimes,” Jones said.

How can we be in this predicament more than 39 years after the lessons leamed from the San Femando quake?

10f 1 Click to eniarge

We found hundreds of hospitals
across the state, dozens right here
in the Southland that may be in
danger of collapsing.
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The State legislature passed a law back in the mid-80s requiring all hospitals to retrofit or rebuiid by 2008. But many hospitals said they just couldn't afford it and said 'give us an extension or

we'll simply close our doors for good.

http://cbs2.com/tv/Hospitals.Risk.Collapse.2.1701586.html
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Hospitals now have until 2013 and beyond.

"Money is the problem here,” said Jim Lott with the Hospital Association of Southem California.

"There are many hospitals that don't have the ability to do it now, didn't have the ability to do it in the Ia.sl 14 years and probably won't the ability in the coming 10 years,” he said.
Randy Paige: "Don't you owe it to these people, these patients, to at least give them a building that won't coliapse on them?"

Jim Lott: "Now first of all, you're making the assumption that these hospitals are dangerous as they stand right now...we have earthquakes everyday in Los Angeies. Hospitals are not falling
down.”

"l think we need an immediate investigation by the attorney general,” said Consumer Watchdog Jamie Court.
He keeps an eye on the finances of the healthcare industry.

“They're clearly tuming a profit. You look at their annual funds — a six percent profit in the billions of doliars every year. it means you got to be able to put hundreds of millions of doliars away for
retrofitting,” Court said.

Even many nurses who work in these hospitals have no idea about the seismic danger.
Randy Paige: "is this the healthcare industry's best kept secret?”

Jamie Court: "l think it's the healthcare industry's best kept nightmare.”

For survivors like Jim Hazard who lived through the San Fernando earthquake, it's personal.

"l¢'s ludicrous. It's ludicrous. Where are the people going to go that are injured?”

& Map: California Hospitals With SPC-1 Rated Buildings
= For a more details on an individuai hospital listed on the map, visit the Office of Statewide Health Plarming and Development and select a hospital from the list.
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